
1 1 . (New) An operation and/iisplay section of an operation unit for an image 
forming apparatus comprising: 

a touch screen panel substantially centered on the operation unit; 

numeral keys and an entdr key located at a right-hand side of the touch screen panel; 

a clear/stop key located 10 a right-hand side of the numeral keys and the enter key; 

a start key located to a right-hand side of the clear/stop key and having a larger 
diameter than the numeral ke>4; 

a program key, a rese^preheat key, and an interrupt key located above the numeral 
keys and the enter key; 

a trial copy key located beneath the interrupt key and on the right-hand side of the 
numeral keys and the enter key; 

a set/counter key located to a top left-hand side of the touch screen panel; and 

a copy key, a cojw server key, and a printer key located below the set/counter key and 
located to a left-hand side of the touch screen panel. 

12. (New) A method of operating an operation and display section of an operation 
unit for an image forming apparatus comprising the steps of: 

displaying an operation statufe/messa^e area on a touch panel display; 

displaying a document counting area configured to show a number of sheets set and a 



number of documents produced, on 
displaying an input docum* 



le touch panel display; 
it handling area on the touch panel display; 
allowing selection of at leasftone^ind of document for image forming from the input 
document handling area; 

displaying an output docufrfent handling area on the touch panel display; 



allowing selection of at least one of a sort mode, a stack mode, a staple mode, and a 
punch mode from the output document handling area; 

displaying at least one image forming function tab; 

allowing selection of a prpgram key to register at least one image forming function 



tab; 

displaying a programmab 
allowing selection 
wherein at least 

the document counti 

registered image fo: 

13. (New) Ithe method 
function tab displays 

14. (New) A iViethod o 



e reg istered image forming function tab area; 

stered image forming function tab; and 
document handling area, the operation status message area, 
output document handling area, and the programmable 
aintained on the touch panel screen, 
of Claim 12, wllerein the step of displaying an image forming 
at most tef l image forming function tabs. 

operating/an operation and display section of an operation 



unit for an image forming appz atus comprising the steps of: 



displaying an oper; 
displaying a docume: 



ion 



status message area on a touch panel display; 
counting area configured to show a number of sheets set and a 
number of documents produced on the touch panel display; 

displaying an input document handling area on the touch panel display; 
allowing selection of alj least one kind of input document for image forming; 
displaying an output dc cument handling area on the touch panel display; 
allowing selection of a^ least one of a sort mode, a stack mode, a staple mode, and a 
punch mode from the output dbcument handling area; 

displaying at least one image forming function tab 



tab; 



allowing selection of a program key to register at least one image forming function 

i 

displaying a programmable registered image forming function tab area; 
allowing selection of an au omatic paper selecting function; 
allowing operation in a limited display mode; and 

wherein at least jhe input j ocument handling area, the operation status message area, 
jting area,\the output document handling area, and the programmable 
tab area a^e maintained on the touch panel screen. 
Claim }4, wherein the step of displaying an image forming 



the document co 

registered image foiling function 
15. (New) The Method of 
function tab displays at mo\t tei\ iAiage^forming function tabs. 

ic^ii 



16. (New) An operat 
forming apparatus, the operatio: 



n ; 



f display section of an operation unit for an image 
id display section having a touch screen panel 
substantially centered on the opirtition unit, wherein the touch screen panel is further divided 
into three subsections, said subse :tions comprising: 

a first touch screen panel subsection configured to control input processing of a 
document; 

a second touch screen pajiel subsection configured to control copy processing of the 
document; and 

a third touch screen pan^l 
document; 

wherein each touch screfen panel subsection includes function keys that are selected to 
control processing in each subsection and only information displayed in touch screen panel 
subsections that contain selected function keys changes when function keys are selected. 



subsection configured to control output processing of the 



19. (New)<The ope 



17. (New) The operation and display section according to Claim 16, wherein the first 
touch screen panel subsection includes input display keys configured to set document reading 
conditions. 

18. (New) The operation /and display section according to Claim 16, wherein the 
third touch screen panel subsection includes output display keys configured to select at least 
one of a sort mode, a stack mod^, a staple mode, and a punch mode. 

display section according to Claim 16, wherein the first, 
second, and third touch screen pe nel subsections ate horizontally arranged side by side on the 
touch screen panel in first, secona, and third touch screen panel order. 

20. (New) The operation and display sectj^on according to Claim 16, wherein the 
second touch screen panel subsection has a greater area than each of the first and third touch 
screen panel subsections. 

d dii^play section of an operation unit for an image 
display section having a touch screen panel 
Oration unit, wherein the touch screen panel is further divided 



2 1 . (New) An operation 
forming apparatus, the operation 
substantially centered on the o 



into three subsections, said subjections comprising: 

means for controlling input processing of a document; 
means for controlling copy processing of the document; and 
means for controlling o\ itput processing of the document; 

wherein each touch sere sn panel subsection means includes function keys that are 
selected to control processing ir each subsection and only information displayed in touch 
screen panel subsection means t lat contain selected function keys changes when function 
keys are selected. 



